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» customized by Joan to perform like the Flying the Fish (right)

school’s aircraft. It has been ‘flown’ by a
former BMAA test pilotwho has declared
it to be ‘a good representation of a
generic three-axis microlight’.

There is much more on the project
online, at <www.bumble-bee.demon.
co.uk/saxonmicro_sim.htm>. Better
still, try it out yourself. Contact Joan on
<flying@saxonmicro.co.uk>;tel 07885
039502; fax 0870 0521063.

Metcheck update

Metcheckis an online source for weather
forecasts, providing information that is
detailed but generally easy to under-
stand.

The latestadditiontothe siteis ‘cloud-
watcher’, which presents forecast cloud
conditions in an utterly straightforward
manner. As anyone who has used a
forecasting website will know, detail is
no guide to accuracy, but with the for-
mat used here at least you won’t have
to spend hours deciphering masses of
gobbledegook.

The address is <www.metcheck.
com/v40/uk/free/cloudwatcher.asp>.

Here’s a film to stir the blood. South
African Mark Becker and a couple of
friends organized a microlighting trip
to the Fish River Canyon in Namibia,
took their cameras, and made a
movie. Thisis notyouraverage home
movie, it is the business.

Thefilm captures the excitement of
flying, the closeness of friendsand the
awesome beauty ofthe South African
and Namibian landscapes. None of
your namby-pamby four strokes or
fairings or prepared grass strips,
either — this is proper microlighting.
If this doesn’t spur you into flying
somewhere new, nothing can.

For more details (and to buy the
DVD), visit <www.flyingthefish.com/
microlight_video.htm>.

Digital compasses

Curious ifthe digital compasses sold
to motorists could be used in aircraft,
Test Pilot and Council member Tim
Cripps has run some tests on one.
In particular, he wondered if it could
overcometheacceleration errorsthat
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afflict all magnetic compasses. His findings
suggest not. Tim reports three problems:

The compass rose scale reacts only
when a heading change of about 15° is
made —far too much when trying to hold
a heading.

The digital readout records only changes
of 5°, which is not precise enough for
aerial navigation.

The compass suffers from all ofthe accel-
eration errors of the traditional compass,
and even indicates a wrong direction of
turn as bank is applied. For example, if

the compass is held pointing north and
then tilted to represent 30° left bank with
no change of heading, it will indicate a
turn to the right of some 15°. Errors also
arise with changes in pitch attitude and
probably also in acceleration along the
longitudinal axis.

RotorSport MT-03 autogyro

For those of you who spotted the slick RotorSport autogiro at the NEC show,
and whose ears may have pricked up at the word that it can be flown (with
differences training) on a microlight licence, there’s news.

RotorSport UKmanaging director Gerry Speich advises that the Structural
Submission to Section T (issue 3) is now complete. The RotorSport MT-03
the first two-seater gyroplane ever shown compliant to this standard and
the first gyroplane to version 3.

The next step is the formal flight test programme. The aircraft that was at
the NEC is now registered as D-MKKI and is flying on flight evaluation and
test from Coventry Airport. Once updated to the specification required for
the structural submission and ready for the CAA Permit to Test it will become
G-RSUK. The aircraft was expected to be ready for the CAA’s internal flight
test plan by early February.

Gerry applied formally to EASA for a gyroplane type approval and forced
the system to respond. As a result of this the CAA decided that it would
manage gyros, factory- orhome-built, up to 560kg. EASA has notannounced
how it will proceed, but it is unlikely to challenge the CAA’s decision. This
means that all gyros supplied to the UK market must meet Section T, and
manufacturers can be approved to the normal A1 or EASA Part 21 system.
If the programme continues according to schedule, the first aircraft will be
supplied to its owners under A1 Approval in March.

Gerry may be contacted at RotorSport UK Ltd, vy Cottage, School Lane,
Beausale, Warwick CV35 7NW; <metalrat@msn.com> or <www.rotorsport.
org>; tel 01926 484556.

Tim’s conclusion is simple: Save up for
a true digital EFIS!

Editor’s note

| have a digital compass in my own aircratft,
and although | agree with Tim’s findings
— and would add the usual caveat about
battery-powered stuff and its capacity to go
flat — I'm on the whole happy with it.

The batteries supplied have lasted a year
and show no sign of running out, and for
low-hour pilots like myselfthe upright display
is much more instinctive than the normal
horizontal. Also, calibrating a digital compass
is easier than swinging a mechanical one,
and it weighs significantly less.

Tim’s standard of piloting is much higher
than mine, and he has been trained to use
the compass far more precisely. But if, like
me, you tend to navigate by a combination of
ground features, GPS and compass, | think
the digital version may be worth a look. But
bear Tim’s comments in mind.



